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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 1 7 2007 

m THE CLAIMS 

1 . (previously presented) A comiection device for connecting a spinal &stener to m 
elongated meinb^ coinprismg: 

a body having a first aid, a second end, a fibrst channel, a second channel, and a third 
channel, said body having a portion that tapers outwardly towards said second end; 

a washer slidably mountable over said body^ said washer having a substantially radial 
groove and an inner sur&ce, wherein said inner sur&ce has a diameter smaller than a diameter of 
ttxe tapered portion of said body; 

an offsetting member slidable over said first end; wherein said ofisetting monber 
contacts said spinal &st^er in at least two locations; and 

a fixation member insertable in said third channeL, wherein the fixationmember applies a 
compressive force prev^ting relative motion between the spinal &stener and the elongated 
member. 

2. (original) The connection device as described in claim 1, wherein said ofiEsetting member 
has a ring shape. 

3 . (original) The connection device as described in clahn 2, wherehi said ofi&ettmg member 
mcludes at least two differing umer diameters. 

4. (original) The connection device as described in claim 3, wherem said o£&etting member 
is composed of a shape memory alloy* 

5. (original) The connection device as described in claim 4, wherein said o£&etting member 

fiirfher includes at least one groove* 
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6. (previously presented) Hie coxmection device as desdribed in claim 1, wherein said 
£bcation member is a set screw» and said third chaxmel is an aperture that is threaded and 
intersects said first channel. 

7. (original) Hie connection device as described in claim 6, wherein said threaded aperture 
is arranged at an angle relative to a line between said first channel and said second channel. 

8. (original) Hie oonhection device as des^ibed in claim 1, wherein said fiistener is a spinal 
screw. 

9. . (original) The conn<ection device as described in claim 1, wherein said &stener is a 
Schanz-type screw. 

10. (cmi:ently amended) A method, comprising: 

connecting an elongated member to a connection member, said connection member 
having a first channel and a second channel, so that at least part of said elongated member 
occupies at least part of said first channel; 

sliding an offietting memb^ over said connection device so that at least a part of said 
ofl&etting member is between at least a part of said first channel and at least a part of said second 
channel; 

connecting a bone fixation member to said connection member so that at least part of said 
bone fixation member occupies at least part of said second channel; and 

applying compressive force to said elongated member, said of&etting member^ and said 
gpinol fagtcncff b9^e fixation nojemb^, 
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wherein said ofisettixig member contacts said elongated member and said spinol fast iaagF 
bone fixation member in at least two dijBfering locations* 

11. (original) The meftodofclaim 9, wherein said offietting member has a ring sh^ 

12. (original) The method ofolaim 9, wherein said ofi&etting member fmtheri^^ 
least two differing inner diameters. 

13. (original) The method of clahn 9, wherein said of&et&ig member is composed of a 
sbqpe naemoxy alloy. 

14. (origiaal) The method of claim 9, wherein said ofeetting member further m^^ 
least one groove. 

15. - (original) A method, comprising: 

providing a body having a first end, a second end, a first channel, a second channel, and 
an aperture, wherein a portion of said body tapers outwardly; 

slidiiig a washer over said body; 

passhig a fastener tlirough said body via said first channel; and 
sliding an ofi&etting member over said body, wherein said of&etting member engages 
said ftstener in at least two locations; 

placing said body over said elongated member via said second channel; and 

inserting a locking member into said aperture thereby locking said fastener with respect 
to said elongated roembar. 
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16. (ouxTBDJtly amended) The method of claim i& 3p. wherein said of&ettipp member has a 
ring shape. 

t 

1 7. (currently ameadcd) The method of claim 44 ^ wherein said of&etting member furdier 
includes at least tevo difibring imier diameters 

18. (original) The method of claim 15, wherein said of&etting memb^ is composed of a 
shape memory alloy. 

19. (cun'QjtKtjbr amended) The method of claim 4^ wherein said ofE^etti^ 
includes at least one groove. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 39, wherein said locking member is a set 
screw, and said aperture is a threaded bore and intersects said second channel. 

21. (origkial) The method of claim 20, wherein said threaded bore is arranged at an angle 
relative to a line between said first chajsnel and said second channel. 

22. (currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a body member having a first channel and a second channel; 
an elongated member at least partially wlttiin said fiist channel; 
a bone fixation member at least partially within said second channel; 
an of&etdng member slidably connected to said body member and positioned external to 
said body member and between said elongated member and said bone fixation member: and 
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a washer having a substantially i^dial groove, said washer connectedto said body so that 
said groove accommodates at least a portion of said bone fixation member. 

23 * (original) The ^arahis of claim 22, wherein said offsetting member has a ring shape. 

24. (original) The apparatus of claim 22» wherein said offsetting memb^ fUrther includes at 
least two diff^ing inner diameters. 

25 . (original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein said off setting member is composed of a 
shape memory alloy. 

26 . (original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein said of&etting member further includes at 
least one groove. 

27. (origmal) The ajpparatus of claim 22, further comprising a locking mqmber connected to 
said body. 

28. (original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherem said lockmg member is a set screw. 

29. (original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein said body mcludes a threaded aperture 
enabling connection of said body to said locking member, said threaded apeiture beizig arranged 
at an angle relative to a line between said first channel and said second chamieL 

30. (orighial) The apparatus of clahn 22, wherein said elongated member is a spinal rod, 
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3 1 . (cuirantly amended) Hie apparatus of claim 33 32, wheretn said bdue fixation member 
includes a threaded member. 

32. (currenHy amended) llie apparadisofclaim wher^ said bone fixation member 
includes a hook. 

33. (cuirratiy amended) The apparatus ofclaimKiZ wherein said bone fixation member 
included a clamp. 

34. (cunently amended) The apparatus of claim I A connection device for connecting a 
spinal fitstener to an elongated member cmiprising: 

a body having a first end, a second end, a first chaaneL a second channel, and a third 
channel, said body having a portion that tapers outwardly towards said second end: 

a washer slidably mountable over said bodv, said washer having a proove a nd an inner 
surface, wherein said iimer surface has a diameter smaller than a diameter of the tapered portion 
of said body: 

an QjBfeetting member slidable over said first end, wherein said offsetting member 
contacts said spinal fastener in at least two locations: and 

a fixation member insertable in said third channel, wherein the fixation membCT 
a pplies a compressive force preventmg relativfe motion between the spuaal fastener and Ifae 
elongated member, wharein the entirety of said offsetting member is betwe^ a central 
longitudinal axis of the spinal fastener and a o»tial longitudinal axis of the elongated 
member. 
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35. (previously presented) Hie apparatus of claim 1, wherein a portion of said bo^y 
6[2ctend$ ihxough said ofiEsetting member. 

36. (cancelled) 

37. (currently amended) The apparatns of claim 2a M appayatu?, cqmpnm^: 
a body member having a first channel and a secnnd channel! 

an elongated member at least i^artiallv wilfain said first chaimeh 

a bone gxatipp membey at Heast partjalHy wjlt)?iA saijd 9?cpa4 PbyiQ^H; 

an QjB&etting member slidablv connected to said body member and positioned between 
said elongated member and said bone fixation member: and 

a washer havmp a groove, said washer connected to said body so that said groove 
accommodates at least a portion of said bo T^« fiyafiny i member, wherein a portion of said body 
member extends through said ofisettiag member. 

38. (cancelled) 

39- (currentlv amended) Th e method of claim 1 ^ A method compgising: 

providing a body having a first end a second end, a, fiffft a second channel and 

an aperture, whedrein a portion of said body tapers outwardly: 

sliding a washer over said body: 

passing a fastener through said body via said first channel: and 
' slidfaie an of&etpng member over said body, whoyem sajd pfifeetimR mm^^ m^^^ 
said fastener in at least two locatians: 
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plaoirug said body over said elongated member via said second chaimel: and 

La^Brtiiip a locking member into said aperture thereby locking sdid fastener with 
respect to said elongated qi^ember, 

wherein said washer has an openiog, ajtid said sliding of said wadier includes having 
said washer openmg substantially pezpendicular to said jSrst channeL 

40. (new) The apparatus of claim Si, wherein said of&etting member further includes at 
least two differing inner diameters. 

41. (new) The ^paratusofclaim37» wherein said ofi&etting member furth 
least one groove. 

42. (new) Hie apparatus of claim 37^ further comprismg a locking member connected to said 
body. 

43. (new) Hxe apparatus of claim 42; wh^em said locking member is a set screw. 

44. (new) The apparatus of claim 37, wherem said body member has a fiat surfiace on 
either side of said body member. 

45. (new) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein said washer has a first outer surfece and a 
second outer sur&ce, said first outer sur&ce having a diameter that is smaller than a diameter 
of said second outer surface. 
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46. (new) The apparatus of claim 34, wherein said ofisetdng member furOier includes at 
least two differing inner diameters. 

47. (new) The apparatus of claim 34, wherein said offsetting member further includes at 
least one groove, 

48. (new) The apparatus of claim .34» whoein said fixation member is a set screw, 

49. (new) The apparatus of claim 34, wherein said body member has a jflat surface on 
either side of said body member. 

50- (new) Theapparatusofclaim 34, wherein said washer has a first outer surface and a 
second outer sux&ce, said first outer surface having a diameter that is smaller than a diamet^ 
of said second outer surface. 
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